By the Way
Helping people make a difference in Westmoreland County

The year in review…
by Mike Skapura, Executive
Director

As most of you know, I
came on board with
Westmoreland Cleanways
and Recycling on August 2,
2021. I was able to work
with Ellen Keefe side-byside for 2 months until she
retired on Sept 30, 2021.
After spending over 25
years of my working life at the same local plastics
manufacturing company, I was juuuuuust a bit pensive
about how I would transition into this new role with a
new organization. I have had very little experience with
change as it relates to my career. You can just imagine
my uncertainty as to how this new ‘gig’ and I were going
to work out. Well let me tell you, those 2 months of
“shadow” work with Ellen included the perfect
combination of meetings with vendors, business
partners, municipal leaders, and public leaders. Mixed in
with these meetings was just the right amount of phone
calls, recycling center work, bomb squad interaction and
history lessons needed to make my transition from vice
president of a plastics manufacturer to executive director
of Westmoreland Cleanways as seamless as could be!
We started out the new year, 2022, just steppin’ and
fetchin’. The recycling center is busy every day. That is
a testament to all of you folks who continue to bring your
items to Westmoreland Cleanways (and who continue to
tell your friends to bring their items here as well) rather
than have them end up in a land fill, or worse….
alongside a rural road or over the hill in a secluded
wood. Our foam densifier is getting great use as we
have processed over six trailer loads of Expanded
Polystyrene (aka STYRO-Foam) and reduced this
amount to less than half of a trailer load! This could
have been pitched in the trash and sent to a land fill –
BUT IT WASN’T!!
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So far this year, we have also collected and processed:
· Over 4,000 tires here at our center – eliminating
countless breeding sites for the mosquitoes that can
spread the West Nile Virus.
· Over 128 tons of paper that includes cardboard,
books, magazines, newspaper, white paper, and
mixed paper.
· Over 35 tons of glass jars and bottles.
· Over 90 tons of scrap metal.
· More than 700 appliances containing FREON.
· Over 700,000 pounds of TV’s and electronic items.
Without our services here, all these items could have
easily ended up in a land fill – but they didn’t!!
None of these collections would be possible except for
the exemplary support I have in running Westmoreland
Cleanways and Recycling. My staff is tremendous –
they really are. They work hard and do their job, and
they do it with a smile every day. My board of directors
is awesome. They support and encourage me to keep
Westmoreland Cleanways growing. Our volunteers have
stepped up and helped in many ways. The
Westmoreland Cleanways members continue to give
their financial support and to inspire us to carry out our
mission. Our donors continue to show confidence in us
by supporting the goals of Westmoreland Cleanways.
The municipalities we serve across Westmoreland
County (and beyond…) remain faithful to working with us
to help bring the services we offer to their residents.
Each and every day that we are open, our customers
bring seemingly endless amounts of “hard to recycle”
items to us. Our business partners work hand in hand
with us to process all of these items.
To all of you mentioned above, who have helped
Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling “do what we
do”, I say “Thank-You!” We couldn’t have done it, and
we can’t keep doing it without your support!!

Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling provides FREE environmental education presentations focusing on
recycling, waste reduction and environmental stewardship. Audiences include but are not limited to: Adult Groups
(Garden Clubs, Fraternal Organizations, employee groups, etc.), Youth Groups (Scouts, 4-H, etc.), School Groups
(Including Classrooms from Preschool through High School), To learn more about our educational programs or to
schedule a presentation, call 724-879-4020 or email our Program Director at nreese@westmorelandcleanways.org.

Bi-Monthly Household Hazardous Waste {HHW} and
Universal Waste Collections
By Michael Skapura and Natalie Reese
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, , , , , , , JUST ABOUT ANY OTHER CHEMICAL YOU WOULD FIND
UNDER YOUR SINK OR IN YOUR GARAGE.
New this year – we are offering more frequent HHW and Universal Waste
collections. On the first and third Wednesday of every month, HHW and
Universal waste is collected at our facility by Noble Environmental.
Noble’s team is on site on these select Wednesdays from 8 am until 1 pm
– which corresponds with our normal operation hours for the recycling
center. So you can bring your HHW and Universal Waste and at the same
time bring your other items you would normally bring to our center – how
convenient is that?
Over the years we would hold HHW collection events about 3 times per
year. This meant that the public had to store up all their chemicals,
solvents, paints and such and wait for one of our collection events to be
scheduled. Then, hopefully, we scheduled a collection event on a day
when you were available to bring your waste to us. If not, you had to wait
several more months until we scheduled another collection day. Now you
have the convenience of knowing you can bring your HHW & Universal
Waste to us on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. The cost is
$0.80 / lb. and payable by debit or credit card only.

Safety Tips for transporting the material to the event:
· Pack HHW in sturdy cardboard boxes to
·

·
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·
·

avoid spillage.
Secure lids and make sure containers
are not leaking. (Note: Noble
Environmental keeps all containers used
to hold the HHW)
Place box(es) of household hazardous
waste as far away from the driver as
possible in the trunk or the rear of the
vehicle.
When arriving on site, follow the recycling entrance sign to the back of
the property, and look for the HHW drop off area.
To ensure everyone’s safety around hazardous chemicals and
equipment, stay in your vehicle. Noble Environmental staff will
unload your vehicle and collect payment.

Check out our web site at www.westmorelandcleanways.org for more
information

Educate, Cleanup and Prevent!
by Natalie Reese

In 2018-2019 the DEP, PennDOT and Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful performed a research study documenting the quantity,
composition, and sources of litter in Pennsylvania. The study was published in 2020, and the results were alarming.
PA roadways are littered with
approximately 502.5 million pieces of
litter.

Freeways and expressways averaged
7,523 litter items/mile compared with 1,034
pieces of litter/mile on local roads.

37.1% or 186.2 million pieces
estimated to be cigarette butts.

But since there are more local roads
(84,832 miles) in the commonwealth, local
roads actually contain more litter.

30.4% or 152.9 million pieces
estimated to be plastic.

Litter negatively impacts our communities. It impacts wildlife, waterways, human health, property values, tourism, and
businesses just to name a few. But we know this. It’s not new information. What is new, is PA’s response to the study. In
reaction to the study, in 2021 the DEP and PennDOT published PA’s first ever Litter Action Plan. It is a researched based plan
of recommended actions for state government, general assembly, local governments, businesses, and the general public. The
plan outlines recommendations for each group including ideas for litter awareness through education, litter cleanup and litter
prevention. For example, in the upcoming months expect to see and hear commercials ads relating to the educational
campaign “PA Fights Dirty: Every Litter Bit Matters.”
Cleanups
The Litter Plan encourages each of us to pick up litter when we see it. This could
be as simple as picking up a piece of litter in your own yard or while at a park.
When taking a walk around the neighborhood pick up trash along the way or take
up the sport of plogging (jogging while picking up trash). A more involved option
could be organizing or joining a community cleanup. For years, Keep
Pennsylvania Beautiful has managed Road Adoptions, Pick up PA, and Litter Free
School Zone Programs. This year they have added two new programs, PA
Waterway Stewards and Young Ambassadors of PA for students between 10th12th grade. Visit https://www.keeppabeautiful.org for details about their programs.
(No matter how simple or involved the project, Westmoreland Cleanways is here to assist
with your cleanup needs. We typically don’t initiate cleanups, but we can assist with
planning and supplies.)

Prevention
Litter cleanup is important but litter prevention is as important if not more so. Millions of tax dollars are spent each year on the
cleanup of illegal dumpsites and littered areas. On the other hand, litter prevention takes a proactive approach to reducing
cleanup costs, to protecting wildlife and waterways BEFORE the litter becomes a problem.

Litter Prevention Ideas (summarized from the PA Litter Action Plan)
For Businesses:
· Reflect on how many single use items (napkins, straws,
plastic utensils, paper receipts) are distributed to
customers. Instead of handing out these items
automatically, can they be distributed by request only?

· Provide ample garbage cans, outdoor ashtrays (when
appropriate), and recycling bins. Place them in strategic
locations such as in the parking lots, lobbies, employee
gathering areas and loading/unloading areas.

· Ensure that waste and recycling receptacles are well
maintained and clean regularly.

· Check dumpsters daily making sure tops and side doors are
closed and any trash that has spilled out is recollected
and returned to the dumpster.

· Conduct scheduled cleanup around the parking lot and
outdoor space as research indicates that litter free areas
are more likely to stay litter free.

For the General Public:
· Reduce consumption of single- use products. The most
effective way to reduce waste is to not create it in the first
place.

· Leave no trace. When on the go, make the effort to dispose
of trash in the proper receptacle. Even if it means holding
on to the item until you get home.

· Ensure outside garbage/recycling bins have lids or are
secured in such a way that the wind cannot knock them
over, scattering the trash. On garbage night, if a severe
wind storm is predicted, err on the side of caution and wait
until the storm has passed before placing trash/recycling to
the curb.

· Pick up any residual trash/recycling that may have accidently
been left behind after the trash has been collected.

· Make certain any contractors you work with dispose of the
construction and demolition waste at a permitted facility.
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If you do not want to receive this
newsletter, please call 724-879-4020 and
ask to have your name removed from our
mailing list.

What We’re All About
Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling is a non-profit 501
(c)(3) organization whose mission is to protect, restore and
maintain the environmental qualities of our county for the benefit
of all who live, work, and visit herein. Westmoreland Cleanways
accomplishes its mission by sponsoring and promoting programs
that address the proper disposal of solid waste through recycling,
special collections, and the cleanup of illegal dumpsites and
littered areas. We educate the public through presentations, print
media and the web.
Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling operates a center
for hard-to-dispose material, initiates and facilitates programs by
bringing together a network of volunteers, industry leaders, and
state and local government representatives to provide services in
the most efficient and economical manner. We are funded by the
county commissioners, member fees, private donations,
sponsorships and grants. Volunteers donate time, energy and
expertise to carry out our mission.
Volunteers and new members are always welcome. Won’t
you call our office, visit us on the web, or attend a meeting to
learn more about how you can be a part of Westmoreland
Cleanways and Recycling?

~ MEETING NOTICE ~

Regular meetings are held at 6:00 PM at Westmoreland Cleanways’
office, 355 Pleasant Unity Mutual Road, Greensburg, PA 15601, on the
second Thursday of March, June, September and December. Call
724-879-4020 for information. Everyone is welcome.

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter. To support our
activities, please become a member. Return this coupon and
your payment to Westmoreland Cleanways, 355 Pleasant
Unity Mutual Road, Greensburg, PA 15601

Date __________
Name:_____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City ______________________Zip+4____________
County:____________________________________

Preferred Phone: ___________________H / W / Cell
Email: _____________________________________
___ Individual $5
___ Family $15
___ Organization/Business $25
___ Municipal $25
___ Corporation $100
___ Lifetime (Individual $100, Family $300, or
Corporate $500)
___ Additional contributions are greatly appreciated.
Memberships and contributions are tax
deductible, as defined by law

WE DO NOT SHARE OR SELL OUR MAILING LIST

