TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON, COUNTY OF WESTMORELAND AND
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO., 176

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE DEVELOPMENT, INSTALLATION AND
CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTTAL AND SMALL COMMERCIAL SOLAR
ELECTRIC ENERGY SYSTEMS

Section 1. Title:

This Ordinance shall be known as the Residential and Small Commercial Solar Electric Energy
Systems Ordinance for Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania
(*“Washington Township”).

Section 2. Purpose:

The purpose of this Ordinance is to address the use of small, on-lot solar energy systems and to
provide for the land development, installation, and use of Residential and Small Commercial
Solar Electric Energy Systems in Washington Township subject to reasonable conditions that
will protect the public health, safety and welfare. All requirements of this Ordinance will be in
addition to the mandates imposed by Washington Township Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance No. 167.

Section 3. Definitions:

A. "Residential and Small Commercial Solar Electric Energy Systems" or "Solar Energy
Systems" means any solar collector or other solar energy device, or any structural design
feature, mounted on a building or on the ground, whose primary purpose is to provide for
the collection, storage and distribution of solar energy for space heating or cooling, for
water heating or for electricity.

B. "Solar Energy" means radiant energy (direct, diffuse, and reflected) received from the
sun.

Section 4. Classification:

A. Solar Energy Systems shall be allowed in any arca of Washington Township and may be
installed upon receipt of the necessary construction, electrical and/or mechanical
permit(s). This Ordinance applies to Solar Energy Systems to be installed and constructed
for residential or small commercial use.

1. Residential or Small Commercial use is defined as a Solar Energy System
construeted primarily for use on that lot with a Solar Energy System of less than
100kW of capacity or a Solar Energy System of more than 100kW of capacity
but not designed for commercial collection and sale of solar energy.




2. Additionally, a Residential or Small Commercial Solar Fnergy System may
transfer electricity off the lot through use of a net metering agreement, but if the
sale of electricity is the primary purpose, the system would be a large commercial
system.

B. Solar Energy Systems that are the primary use of a lot or Large-Scale Solar Electric
Energy Facilities are governed by other ordinances of Washington Township.

Section 5. Applicability:

A. This Ordinance applies to Solar Energy Systems to be installed and constructed after the
effective date of this Ordinance, and all applications for Solar Energy Systems on
existing structures or property.

B. Solar Energy Systems constructed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance shall
not be required to meet the requirements of this Ordinance.

C. Any upgrade, modification, or structural change that materially alters the size or
placement of an existing Solar Energy System shall comply with the provisions of this
Ordinance.

D. Ifa system will serve both commercial and on-lot usage, it will be required to comply
with the Large Scale Solar requirements.

Section 6. Design and Installation:

A. To the extent applicable, the Solar Energy System shall comply with the Pennsylvania
Uniform Construction Code, Act 45 of 1999 as amended and the regulations adopted by
the Department of Labor and Industry. Solar Energy Systems shall meet all applicable
UCC standards, whether those specific standards have been adopted by the Pennsylvania
Legislature or not.

B. The design of the Solar Energy System and associated interconnections shall conform to
applicable industry standards, particularly those from Underwriters Laboratories (UL),
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), and the Intemational
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

C. All property owners installing Solar Energy Systems must provide evidence that the local
power company or utility has approved the interconnection to the electric grid.

D. Decommissioning and removal of Solar Energy Systems must occur within 12 months of
the cessation of generation and must comply with then-current decommissioning and
disposal regulations of Solar Energy Systems.




Section 7. Setbacks and Height Restrictions:

A. A Solar Energy System may be installed as long as it meets the requirements of this
Ordinance and all other applicable construction codes and ordinances of Washington
Township.

B. Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System:
I. A Solar Energy System shall comply with all building setback requirements and
comply with any applicable height requirements for the arca where the Solar

Energy System is to be installed.

2. All exterior electrical and/or plumbing lines must be buried below the surface of
the ground and placed in a conduit.

3. A ground-mounted Solar Energy System must comply with any accessory
structure restrictions detailed in the Washington Township Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance No. 167,

C. Roof Mounted Solar Energy System:

1.~ A Solar Energy System mounted on a roof shall conform to the height regulations
of the area where the Solar Energy System is installed.

2. Weight, wind uplift and other structural design considerations will conform with
applicable UCC standards,

D. Waivers:

1. Upon request, Washington Township may grant waivers of the location or height
requirements, provided that the waiver will not present any undue hardships on
adjoining properties.

2. Any person who shall fail, neglect or refuse to comply with any terms or
provisions of this Ordinance shall upon conviction before any Magisterial District
Judge be sentenced to pay a fine of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars per day for
each violation and costs of prosecution, and in default of payment thereof, to
imprisonment for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days. Notwithstanding the
aforesaid, the Township of Washington may pursue any other legal avenue
available to it, whether at law or in equity, to enjoin violations of this Ordinance.

Section 8. Effective Date:

This Ordinance shall take effect 5 days after enactment.




ORDAINED AND ENACTED to law by the Board of Supervisors of the Township
of Washington, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania in lawful session assembled this 13
day of February, 2025.

ATTEST: WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP
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